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was a great and a good mail, a well-trained scholar, and he wrought an 
enduring work, by the faithful labors of a lengthened life. He had 
high aims and a gentle and affectionate temper. He did not love 
controversy. His own necessary part in it was borne with dignity 
and efficiency. 

And he has been favored too in finding, a hundred years after his 
death, a competent biographer. Dr. Beardeley had already, in the 
preparation of his History of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, 
gone critically over the ground which he has had to review in this 
volume. He has caught the spirit of his subject. He has written in 
a temperate tone concerning the irritations of the time. He has 
treated with great skill the episode of the Whitefield fanaticism. He 
might easily have made his pages bum with details of the words and 
acts which embittered the controversy. But he has made no further 
reference to any unpleasant incidents than comes out in two or three 
of the many documents which he had to put in print. He has for the 
most part allowed his narrative to come from the pens of others, — 
simply connecting its portions by statements of an explanatory char- 
acter. His work is one of the most creditable biographies produced 
in this country. 



13. — Annalen der deutschen Oeschichte im Mittelalter. Ein Hvlfs- 
hueh fur Geschichtslehrer an hokeren Unterrichts-Anstalten und Stu- 
dierende. Von Dr. Gustav Kichter. I. Abtheilung. Annalen des 
frankischen Keichs im Zeitalter der Merovinger. Halle. 1873. 

As may well be supposed from the numerous publications which 
are incessantly announced, the activity of historical investigation 
continues unabated in Germany. It would even seem as if the late 
political events, by giving a free course to national enthusiasm, had 
added a new stimulus to those scientific investigations which espe- 
cially concern the origin and earlier development of the great Ger- 
manic ramily. This exuberance of productiveness embraces works of 
every sort, from the driest monograph to volumes of great elaboration 
and wide range, though certainly they are far from having all an 
equal scientific value. Yet this very activity has its drawbacks. 
There is danger lest, in their praiseworthy zeal for forcing back the 
limits of acquired knowledge, the investigators may forget to spread 
before the public, which does not follow specialties, those attained 
results which can be fairly reckoned as permanent gains. Even in 
order to keep one's self abreast of scientific German publications, and 
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extract the solid matter from each in a superficial way, one must 
have been long familiarized with dry researches and be a historian by 
profession. Students even in the higher universities cannot pretend 
to do this, and only too often the professor himself is in no better 
position than his students.' 

Dr. Richter, in the work whose first portion has lately appeared, 
undertakes to obviate this difficulty. His book contains no original 
investigation nor criticism, nor study of texts neglected until now ; but 
only a clear, precise, and so far as possible complete exposition of the 
results attained by the entire body of German and French historical 
investigation. To be completely satisfactory, this exposition should 
be accompanied by references to the special works of which lise has 
been made, so that the reader may consult them for the more com- 
plete treatment of specialties. 

. Dr. Richter's work may be said to have attained its object. Each 
page is divided into three parts : 1. The Annals proper : the year in 
one column, corresponding to which, in a second column, is a statement 
of the principal events of the year ; 2. Below the annals come the 
citations of texts, the references to the sources, and the explanations 
given by the best historians ; 3. At the bottom of each page, obser- 
vations of detail. This arrangement is perfectly clear, and leaves the 
reader at liberty to form his own opinion on each point. 

The first volume, as yet the only one published, begins with the 
first appearance of the Franks in history, and carries them down to 
751, the end of the Merovingian dynasty. It is divided into four 
periods : 1. The history of their origin, to 481 ; 2. The period of 
conquest and foundation of their empire (one might call it the heroic 
age), 481 - 561 ; 3. The period of intestine strife and civil wars, 
562 - 613 ; 4. The period of decadence, 614-751. 

In expressing his own personal opinions, the author is reserved. 
He presents principally the opinions of others, and does it with impar- 
tiality. A very interesting part of the book is that in which, in form 
of appendix, a very clearly written abstract is given of the conclu- 
sions reached by the latest historico-juridical German works in regard 
to the history of the political, administrative, and judicial institutions 
of Germany ; the works of Waitz, Gierke, Roth, Sohm, Brunner, and 
generally the most recent historical school. The author has taken 
care to mark precisely the limit of the results which are to be consid- 
ered as definitively acquired to science, and of those which are still 
doubtful. 

To conclude with a few criticisms of detail. Page 66 : The expla- 
nation of the word Neustria by neu Reich (new kingdom) seems in- 
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admissible on account of the presence of the st, although the deriva- 
tion of Austrasia, Ost-Reich, Austria, is admitted. The form Niwistria 
(NeurWestreich) would seem preferable. (See Ann. Fuldenses.) Page 
72 : Apropos to the war between Chilperic and Sigebert, the author 
should have cited the account in the Hist. Epitom., c. 71. Page~127 : 
The comes palatii has been specially studied in a work of Pernice. De 
comitibus palatii, Halle, 1863. Page 169 : Gregory of Tours men- 
tions Strasburg long before the diploma of Childeric II. in 660 (Greg. 
Tur., IX. 36). 

If Dr. Richter wishes to be complete and impartial, he should have 
mentioned the Histoire des Institutions Merovingiennes par Lehuerou 
among the French works on this period. Some points are really well 
treated in it. The same remark applies to the works of Guizot and 
Guerard. After showing that modern German science has upset most 
of the theories of the old French historical school represented by 
Montesquieu, the author adds, p. Ill : "So ist durch die Waffen 
des deutschen Geistes der altdeutsche Staat von demselben Gegner 
zuriickerobert worden, dessen. Niederlagen in Felde uns das deutsche 
Reich und lange entfremdete Reichslande' zuruckgebracht haben." 
These political allusions are out of place in a genuinely scientific 
work. Moreover the theories especially upset by the latest German 
historical school have been those of their own great historian of Ger- 
manic institutions, Eichhorn. 

Dr. Richter has, however, made an excellent book, and we wait with 
impatience the publication of his next volume. 



14. — Regesta Pontificum Homanorum inde ab anno MGXOVIII ad a. 
MGGGIV. Edidit Augustus Potthast. Berolini. MDCCCLXXIII. 
IV Fascic. 

Jafff^, who died a professor of the University of Berlin, began the 
papal Regesta, and carried the work down to the year 1198. He 
published this portion in the year 1851 in a single quarto volume. 
It has since i been continued by Potthast, who took up at the year- 
1198 the task which had been interrupted by the death of Jaffe, and 
has carried it on to the year 1241. This second part, extremely 
important for the history of the struggle between the Church and the 
Empire, includes the Pontificates of Innocent III., Honorius III., and 
Gregory IX. 

The Regesta are of extremely ancient origin. They were books 
in which notaries copied the letters addressed by the Popes to 



